Grocery run done? Double check 
you have all the pans and utensils 
you'll need. It will make for a much 
smoother Thanksgiving. 


No man is a failure who has friends. 


Find the season’s best deals, recipes, ideas for hosting and tips on being a din- 
ner guest in our biggest edition of the year — the Thanksgiving Day newspaper 
— which will be available the day before Thanksgiving at select retailers. 


You’ve got 
this, champ. 
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Freaking out? We’ve got your back 
at thanksgiving.com. 
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Hoover 
thankful 
for ‘my 
failings’ 


Ex-speaker thanks God 
for scandal’s ‘disruption’ 


State: Neglect cited 
in teen’s broken legs 


Tom Loftus 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


FRANKFORT, Ky. — Former House 
Speaker Jeff Hoover thanked God on 
Monday “for the disruption and prob- 
lems in my life over the past few weeks 
and my failings.” 

In an extended post on his Face- 
book page, Hoover also said that it is 
likely he suffered “a light heart attack” 
three weeks ago. 

The Facebook posting was the first 
public statement Hoover has made 
since resigning as speaker of the Ken- 
tucky House of Representatives on 
Nov. 5 — four days after Courier Jour- 
nal broke the news that he had entered 


See HOOVER, Page 7A 


Foster care 
plan still 
work in 
progress 


Ky. working out how 
to pay some caregivers 


Deborah Yetter 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Brian Long said he hopes the state’s findings in the case involving his son, Brennan Long, send “a clear message to 


teachers and assistants who are restraining students in Jefferson County and at the Binet School.” LONG FAMILY PHOTO FRANKFORT, Ky. — Kentucky’s top 


social services official said Monday 
that the state is still working out how 
to pay some relatives, many of them 
grandparents, who have been provid- 
ing free foster care to children removed 


Teacher’s aide who restrained autistic boy may lose job 
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Deborah Yetter and Allison Ross 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Three years after an autistic teen- 
ager suffered two broken legs in a re- 
straint at a Jefferson County public 
school, state officials have substanti- 
ated neglect against the teacher’s aide 
who restrained him. 

The finding is confidential, but Bri- 
an Long, the father of Brennan Long — 


the student who suffered life-threat- 
ening injuries from the restraint at the 
Binet School — released a copy of the 
Nov. 14 letter from the Cabinet for 
Health and Family Services. 

The letter states that while social 
service officials did not substantiate 
child abuse because no witnesses 
could document assault, the state did 
substantiate neglect because aide 
Sherman Williams was in a caregiving 
role at the time and appeared to pro- 


voke the incident that left Brennan, 
who was 16 at the time, critically in- 
jured. 

Instead of de-escalating the situa- 
tion, Williams “interacted with the 
child in such a way that aggravated 
the child’s behaviors so that he could 
then apply a hold on the child,” the let- 
ter said. It said that misuse of physical 
restraint on a child constitutes ne- 


See BINET, Page 7A 


from homes because of abuse or ne- 
glect. 

But Adria Johnson, commissioner 
of the state Department for Communi- 
ty Based Services, said officials can’t 
say when payments of around $25 a 
day might start for those who qualify 
under the court ruling. 

“We do not have firm timelines,” 
Johnson said, speaking to the House- 


See FOSTER, Page 4A 
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